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SKFF £550,000 investment helps
hospital see clearly
The Royal Hospital for Sick Children in Edinburgh has welcomed Scotland’s
first state-of-the-art Gamma Camera scanning system following a
£550,000 investment from the Sick Kids Friends Foundation.

The revolutionary scanner will benefit children across the country, helping
to detect a range of life-threatening conditions such as cancer and
epilepsy using a more accurate diagnostic test.

Radical improvements in technology over the past five years have spurred
dramatic breakthroughs in the equipment’s clarity, image quality and
accuracy, helping pinpoint tumours and hone in on areas of specific
interest.

The pioneering equipment follows an appeal from SKFF to replace the
former scanner which was purchased 13 years previously by the
Foundation and has since been used for approximately 6,000 procedures.

The life-saving Gamma Camera – which will be the first of its kind to be
implemented in a children’s hospital in this country – has been
championed by one Edinburgh dad who was inspired by the work of RHSC
following his own personal experience with the Gamma Camera system.

Andy McIntosh, 44, from Davidson’s Mains in Edinburgh, attended the
RHSC for a year while his daughter Emily, 2, experienced issues with
infections in her bladder and urinary tract which resulted in the usage of
the Gamma Camera.

Inspired by the work of the hospital and the creative distractions in and
around the waiting areas for children, Andy offered his creative services
upon learning about the arrival of the new Gamma Camera.

Andy was introduced to Cate James, SKFF Illustrator in Residence, to help
create and design a range of bespoke underwater themed vinyls which
would be installed in and around the camera and room, acting as a fun
and calming environment for children using the scanner.

Dad Andy, who is an artist and graphic designer, said: “My daughter Emily
had been attending the RHSC for over a year meaning my family and I got
to know the hospital very well.

“Attending the hospital and using the Gamma Camera is a pretty daunting
experience for a young child therefore the artwork was a fantastic
addition to the wards and waiting rooms.

“Upon learning of the installation of the new camera, I immediately
offered my services to the radiologist as I felt I could contribute and
produce something that would benefit other children attending the
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hospital. I approached local production company, Signarama in
Edinburgh, who produced the vinyls free of charge.”

Following the design process, Cate James and Andy worked closely to
design and install a selection of underwater scene vinyls. The Gamma
Camera table was also designed as a yellow submarine with sea, fish and
mermaids, helping create a visual scene which leads children through the
scanning system in a fun and calming way.

The implementation of the new technology and creative vinyls, based in
the radiology department in the RHSC, was designed to create an enriched
and creative environment for a number of the 100,000 sick children that
pass through the hospital doors each year.

Maureen Harrison, chief executive of the Sick Kids Friends Foundation,
said: “An integral part of what the Sick Kids Friends Foundation does is
providing state-of-the-art machinery to make sure sick children receive
the best treatment available.

“The new Gamma Camera will play an instrumental part in diagnosing
children who suffer from epilepsy, cancer and other potentially life-
threatening conditions.

“We are delighted and extremely grateful for the work carried out by Andy
and Cate. The creative element of the new camera will improve the overall
experience for children making the experience far more positive for the
patient, parent and radiologist.”
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