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When Andy McIntosh submitted a
selection of landscape paintings to his
first exhibition at Perth Art Festival aged
16, his future seemed clear. Two years
later, at Edinburgh College of Art he
was making a ‘head versus heart’
decision – modern art or graphic design.
Twenty years on, and with a catalogue

of successful commercial designs for
web, film and television, it is clear the
digital age has served Andy well.
However, the hankering for a new
creative medium has finally won him
over, and McIntosh is now making a
name for himself as an urbanite
sculptor.

Inspiration
Andy’s work is inspired by and made
of scrap material, which he manipulates
to humorous, political and
representational effect through a
combination of fine art and
engineering techniques. With over
20 million tones of waste generated in
Scotland each year, he has plenty of
material to choose from.

Meeting at his home in a quiet
Edinburgh suburb, it is no wonder Andy
has ousted himself to the basement.
Three rooms piled high with various
scrap metal and workshop
paraphernalia make for a noisy and
chaotic studio.
Sitting in these gritty surroundings,

Andy describes the impetus to his work.
“When you paint, there is always
something you’re going for – like the
translucency of water or the intricacies
of light and dark”, he begins. “Once
you’ve succeeded it’s an incredible
feeling, but there is a certain sense of
what next?”
Referring to Mars, a mounted

sculpture nearby, he continues: “If I had
a blank piece of paper and I decided I
wanted to paint a scene, I couldn’t
recreate the textures and effects
already ingrained in a piece of metal by
using ink, pencil or paint. It’s the
incidental – the history of the metal –
that makes the piece utterly unique.”
As soon as the artist spotted the old

sign underneath a pile of scrap at a

local yard, he was hooked. “It just
looked amazing”, Andy enthuses. “It
had obviously been burnt at some
point, so there was the effect of smoke
and flames and I got an immediate
impression of other-worldliness –
of Mars.”

Although he worked on restructuring
the sheet – dividing it into four to
‘break up the solidity of the landscape’
– the colours we see in each depiction
are the same that captured the artist’s
imagination. And it is this that gives us
the all important shared experience –
we believe what Andy saw when he
wandered through a scrapyard because
we can see it too.
Andy’s work is fundamentally about a

sense of fun, of imagination, of

suspended belief. Sea Loch can compete
with any watercolour for a bare dining
room wall, while Curly Wurly will add
humour to the dullest office reception.

Climate of excess
However, there is a more serious resonance
to McIntosh’s approach. The coke cans
bales are not beautiful items, but they do
represent a serious problem in the excess
climate of today. “They are a symbol of
our consumerism, of our attitude to
disposal in the society in which we live,”
Andy says. “Each bale is a little like a
building block and god knows how big the
building would be if we built it out of all
we devour.”
Andy carried his ‘muse’ – a large piece of

blue, scrap metal he’d seen while working
next to a scrapyard in the early 1990s –
for 14 years before he committed himself
to experimenting with the readymade. But,
with recognition for his work now fast-
growing, he is keen to set off on wilder
adventures into wasteland.
“I used to go cycling around the Outer

Hebrides, and would see a lot of
abandoned farming equipment scattered
and rusting at the side of the road. It
would be very exciting to explore a more
agricultural avenue – the sense of history
up there is entirely different, and
machinery is worked until it has
completely collapsed.”
For now, you’re most likely to bump

into the scrap scavenger around any
recycling plant or scrapyard where he
can get his hands on a little piece of
inspiration.
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Fly tipping

In 2003, SEPA, along with local
authorities, Keep Scotland Beautiful,
landowners and (the then) Scottish
Executive set up the Scottish Fly
Tipping Forum.
Fly tipping is the illegal disposal of

waste onto land, which should have
been disposed of at a civic amenity or
landfill site. Not only is fly tipping
aesthetically detrimental; chemical
wastes, electrical items and dangerous
items, such as syringes, can also be
hazardous to the public and the
environment.
The cost of cleaning up after fly

tippers comes from council tax payers’
money. Scottish local authorities
currently spend in excess of £2.5m
each year clearing up instances of
illegally dumped waste. It is therefore
in all our interest to report illegal
dumping, by calling the Dumb
Dumpers Stop-line: 0845 2 30 40 90

www.sepa.org.uk/flytipping

They say that beauty is in the eye of the beholder. Artist Andy McIntosh challenges our perception
of art and artistry by taking the scrap out of modern day waste and giving it new life.
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“ It’s the incidental – the
history of the metal –
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